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Dipen for len tham & pear,
the park—with in mature Brees—
malummmhm!
The place Iy clearly well beved
by fecal rvaidents,
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WATERFRONTS

SOUND INVESTMENT

Shoehorned into a leftover
site, this tiny waterfront park
has helped revive a withered
downtown on Puget Sound.
By Mark Hinshaw

NLY A FEW YEARS AGOD, the fumure of
[1-|'r.—.'n|'mu'|_W.1d1|:|gr|:|,m'|:|xd ey
bleak. Like many American fows 1 the
157005, bt e the st o w bongg, sl dle-
cline in i dowmneown, with department
seores and shops decamping for subuarbon malls.
Even the decades-long presence of a LS, naval
shipyurd right nexe door to the downtown
coild not staunch the rapid empopng ot of
the center, At the beginning of the 2152 cennue
ry, Bremeron distinguished el within the
rapadly growing metropalitan region of Puget
Souind as the vnly ciry mo scoually lose popla-
tics Thewse wete tragse timnes for chis waberiront
community of more than 35,000, Despire be-
ingg linked o Scatebe by huge car-carrying fer-
ries and sporting & waterirone offering spoomc
uler views of snow-capped mouncain mnges,
Bremeron was a poster child for wrban diin-
vestment, Severnl arrermpis oo revave it el fla
Part of the problem was thae the community
was mared in vhe jpasi, with no clear visicn of
the fumme. Many downtown properties were
owned by the Bremer Bunily, heirs o the ciey’s
founder, amd those buildings and sites lan-
guished. There were no srong vosces, and the
city grvemment was burdeped by a "good ol
boy™ cubture combined with complacency and
eonfusion—Hhardly a recipe for sucoes
Then keadership ememeed from new swnes
The ebwlliens boad of the kocal hovsang authonity
svw hi agency s more then rltls.'lg.'q"lmkhflt'
below-market housing—he saw i a5 a ool for
purmpegearting reirvessrnent, The chief excurive
of the local tansit auchosity was suoocsshul in
helping buikl a new bus tfamie center servang
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WATERFRONTS

oy feeries anad buses. And a dymamic
new mayor, Cary Borerman, was eloce-
ed, A big-picrure politician, le sur-
rouncded himsedl with aggresive poo-
ple and gave them the charge of
changging the place—Esy

Bozernan's prior jobs as mayor
ol urtherzity that rumed ioelf amund
arul @ head of 8 well-negarded regional
socul eovice agency showed lum that
sersegic puiblic actions could make o
e difference. He wes particalardy at-
tuned o how the building of well-
designed, dramuatic public spaces can
erarsform & communing’s self-image
ane stvracy privare myvesment o well
Thircugch a publicipeivate development
pumnenship, be provided the city with
ity firstever o auaer, beacking from
the city center to the waserfrons and &

proviously buile csplanade,

'Ed&-rkink with rhe hiusing agency, e
bedped strract developers o build new,
dense urbun housmg. He per-
smiceed the vy olaald s
parking vrrucrurne
outside the

ill Lasdsesps Aiahlsabors sunn poen

shipyard jgates so that ciy resadents
ook ke use of i in the cversings and
oy weekerehy Ard he gamensd funds
froen, mrailiple souzves o build @ worik-
ing mew vearerfront park o 8 nasmow
strip of foomer federal property be-
twren the mavy baie and ehe ferry per-
minal. The ftent was (O chote not
I:l.'l]:l' & ew rluNu. pl.|l'hr=,!.l HAJ:'H-H'
alsy & bold syrmbed of the ciry’s revival

The new park would provide an
arvful socess o the water, interpret the
;ilr': heritage as a navy town, and
serve 2 funther evidence that Bremer-
o w00 8 completely new course,
Funding for the park included $10
miillso spent by the navy oo clean g
arwl cap the exvironmentally damaged
sive and anceher £10 million from fed.
erul, saee, end Jocel wures,

Liocared on s 1.7=acre site deeded
froem the navy o the ciry, Harbesside
Fountain Park serves as 8 groen e5-
planacle linkirg the own cenner with
the water At the rondh end, along Fine Sencer, 0 noval
histocy Fseum oooapses @ Viomran-em anxnse
thuar wan originably bt cohouse che base heackpaar-
e Ar the ceher end, & plam rext oo the water al-
fordds drarmaric views of the harbor, ferry boats, and
enonrans warships in for mainmenance and pepar.
A massive, muscular crane mwers over the shipyand
e haanched St oy Lo an imdueserial campanale

Lancheape anchivects Walker Macy of Porland,
(Chvegon, wene netasnedd o wark with WHT Design,
enygincering and ernvironenensal firrma, and arviss o
an ivpeprated design team. Gary Sexzon, the crys

oF papmpa i g uETRAY mi el D e AT
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il ol AR Wrrr e 13
an depatd Btear art fletdymlih pro
sely weeall grarks ol s&Tpa—

Harborside Fountain Park serves as a green esplanade linking the town center with the wa

ecomamic development dinoros, hac  strrng baned in guiding the de-
sign, ever down mseeking out senes of luye nutive mcks and S0
maruer specienen troes char wene brooght in fior the par by cunes.
Sy Secton, "W wete trying tocomtea purk thee already sexrriend lidee
it Faacl ey there for o while ™ Wik il b of Wialker Moy credies Sex-
o with loerping the i icheus™ foe the purk mesce through the un-
peeclicralile rwists and e of funsding, polite, arud design
Complered juse a yoar ago, the park was inirially conceived
prior to the tragedy of 911, and security concerms becams a

sunn gena Lawdasaps Arowibecinr l "




FRONTS

prominent msoe. Maoval ofical wanted o
crease & clear zone of scparation between the
park and the immediately adjscent ship-
yarck. Rather than seaeling for o tall chain.
linik: fersce vopged by s ribbon and flanked
with gravel along rhe cdge of the park, the
iy imsasoed upon & maee urbane femoe of cast
iron with a curved top end gras at the base

100 | Losdisaps Brebitaciorns wan sem

The comtcal loanlaise. sdere, ictenskin
conmag tewers of submariaes o daruad
fim wf whales. The snlmated saier i pre-
grammad by change Bequently. Wies Bhe
Avaniminy are off, bedow fefd, Ky creals an
induyirisl monsmeniabty. Lirge recha, b
fow right, seme sliced and pelinhed smaoth,
serve an benchas, Lables, or perches.

The dnmaes: cengerpace of the park m o
of fve vertical founsains, their foem vaguely
echaang the conning tower of a mibmarine o
the dorsal fin of 8 whale. The foantam forms
are: enpened, elbiprical, and covered i boetonoe-
tally nudged and corved copper. Warer shoots
o from cannoes set into the o of sich one
ard cuscades down the sides, rippling and

@ i e
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splashing curwaed. Ligheed, foooball-shaped pools surmoand ech of
the warery towens, giving them reflecied donme st might. In a climase
atie with lots of overcast days snd dark wineer alftemoons, anjrmased
lighe & et welcome, Day or nighe, the sloping metal obpects seem
muyszical, like eccentric, ancient fims markdng an imgostant site

When the lorg miny sesson encs, people in the Nomhwes eend
irmamediarely find rewsons 10 spend time outdoo in the sin, The ciey
wanteel shallvw pools w invire children o walk imm them and play
wich the wates. Even on o cool, sunny day i March, kics were stripped
cherary 10 shots o covortingg in che water, theis parenes keeping waich-
Fitl expes froers & ewearbyy seating area.

Anearly design concepe bad the five water festures lined upin o pee-
cise mow. Douge Macy, FASLA, gave them a sagyered spacing b allow
for a geometrically curving pach o meinder between them, The path
ullows disabled wsers to reach all portions of the park. Accoeding o
Sexron, “The design tries toappeal rall
types af users. Ir has places whene you
can be off to the side in a quiet are or
might in the middle of all the scrion.”
Takeng a page from Holly Whyre's ob-
servatinn of how people ke tm manip-
late public space 1o serve their social
nexds, the ciry provided mmovable obles
and chairs theoughour the park, They
are extremely snandy and heavy o min-
imize vanclalism or casy theft.

A lot is packied into this relarively
sersall park that seems almess shoshomed
imboa lefeover plot of land, Scores of large,
laniacquie erees and wndersoory e marked
with small signs, not unlike en arhore-

v Local hissory i meerpected in di The shafow pesls fyite chil-
distety sbeig ol
Eheir cheklivs snd wade righ in

ehaceac e displays, nevad amifaces, drer
urch symbuolic shapes. Regsonal grology
i cliaplayed in mcka—both impoched
anel sculpeed. Hychrology is deamatically
expressed. Ard the place is designed for concers, weekdings, meetings,
and civic evenies, as well as singular, quiet coneemplation

With s mmusch adord of chis park, soe might wish for some editing
end a bt moee Bxus on fewer programemane elemenis. Nooetheles, it
all seerna o work and i clearly a har with people of sl ages whe can be
= enjoying it And thar, after all, is what coun

I cxcdilityos o sevvang oo aimector of sl dessgm for LA Arriisnts, Mark
Himubvarst s tie armchor of seseral bkt wwe cities samd o frewens comiribusior ts
Landscape Architeetire

FROJECT CHERITS Project mame: | larbormide Fountsin Park. Glest: Gary
Sexton, € Ay of Bremerton. Landuaps sechisct Walker hac ¥, Poexharad,
Oregon (], Douglas Macy, PASLA; Mauricio Villareeal, ASLA: Chiris
Jorwal Feuntain desigmer: W Design, Son Valkey, Califomia (Pacey Lun-
cern, ASLA) Stone sesltor: Will Robinsn, Bremerton, Washingron
ik Excelirch, Portlend, Oregon (Choomeng Chin, Strechersl KFFF,
Partland, Ovegon {Ceaig Totten], Lightieg design LM A, Porrland, O
gon (Mark Rarmisby). Geseral contractar: Synergy Corpantion, Wood-
mvvilhe, Washingeom { Jarmde Croele).

PERSPECTIVE

A Park Townspeople Love

BY VIRGINIA B. CROMWELL, STUDENT ASLA
PEEET So0ND RESIEEN

LIVE 04 MO0 Casal, Wasbington, roaghly 13 milles brom Bremer-

‘tam, where | ofisn gn 1o shep, While Bhere, bime permitting, | gn
tn the park. The Bremerion arva hes abber parke of coma, from
wrmall meighborbood parks be barge parks with sperts Bieldy amd play-
gromnd equipmer, Waterlrond Park iy differeni —hardscaps Instoad
uf groes gravs—=tut it sasily draws the recidests of Bremevton. Pari
dhmhhmmﬁlmﬂ*ﬁ
saagully, Se fery e Seattle coming or going, and B senshise, Last
Saturday when | vidlied, Beers w5
walfnad repafls i pregroee Rremes:
o i 8 narvy town, snd ey el
deuls wither work in e sival ship-
yard o m i sciive SErvice an 8
iy o o subsmaring, Tis fosataing
Froreuenl wsSmaring cenning brmers
headieg bs aac this they hanse Bre-
‘mErlon's navy connection

D ntaited wevaral Bmes st am-
=t aml find the park B Bruly be o
tamily gatharing place. It rang with
the squeali of kidy as they plared in
the launtains whils 5e waber spoul-
el and cllmded wits abaniles an the
stome seniptares. The sdults ssprped
WHling wl b Lalsden or an the bege
tilders that dal D planted sreas.
1wl eapaying e wun ar comeRna
tioe. One of the grestest things b
thery are 8o Do Mol™ dgms ey
whars, The foustaies are ts play s, tee souiptares ss to climb on,
aned e Aabien sl chairs can be meved.

h““*m“hﬂ'h_h'wﬁ-
Ui termingd in the park 1o ses il anposs was sbeal. The fauntaing
wern bwrned off and, dee b the rmally raw weather, no see me
Ehere. In April, bpwever, | absgped in tn see i 3 cold sprisg day had
birsmght any vivitors. Thers were sboul threa couples ssd Fus Fami-
hm.ﬂlﬂ-‘hmdh-ﬂ.l“
with mast of them. The mother of see creap sahd they bry 1o go
Ubete whem the weather pormity, and during the warssr saather
They g8 a3 aflem a0 passible. 5be works in dowstewn Bremerben,
amd b wnd s comurhens oflen pe tiers o heir lunch bresh.
Twa ahigyard werkars were Evare saluping the park e their break.
Two olher couples said they iike to walk i Ebe park sves b chilly
weathie. The lust gentioman | talked with way o Fatber of foar wha
had just gatten off the lery frem Sasithe and bad sheut 45 minstes
bedure fenir by wrvived, 0 he tosk the children thare to play, They
wern haviag o prasl bime clmbing & Hee boulders and soulpted
ek M wis gresd bs haat the pride b thess peopie's volces a3,
ey talked abii tes feslingn they have e thin park,

dwnd pewd Lapdncaps Brabriocfars | 1ol



